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Friends of 
Fernglade 

Friends of Fernglade is a group 

assisting Burnie City Council and 

Tasmanian Parks & Wildlife 

Service in the management of 

Fernglade Reserve and its wildlife. 

 

Group Objectives: 

To encourage and coordinate 

community participation in the 

long-term monitoring of flora, 

fauna, waterways and visitor use 

of Fernglade 

To promote community 

appreciation, knowledge, 

understanding and care of 

Fernglade 

To promote sustainable use of and 

ecotourism at Fernglade 

Find us on the Internet and social 

media: 

http://friendsoffernglade.weebly

.com/ 
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  Coordinator’s update 

 

This past year has been a very 

busy and productive one for 

Friends of Fernglade. Our 

membership is still sitting at 

around 30, however we now 

have a very committed and 

skilled core group, capable of 

undertaking larger and more 

complex projects. Last summer 

in particular was an extremely 

busy time as we held the Burnie 

Platypus Festival, while helping 

out with the interpretation for 

the new signage. During this 

period we were also 

preoccupied with an injured 

platypus and the campaign to 

ban enclosed yabby traps. A 

locally based petition re this 

collected 100,000 signatures. 

Members of FOF also conducted 

platypus tours for the cruise 

ships visiting port, via the local 

business All Things Wild At 

Burnie. This is something we’re 

hoping to develop to provide 

more employment for members. 

As our profile continues to grow  
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throughout the day including the 

FOF crafts corner, face painting, 

henna tattoos, archery and other 

educational activities. 

With over 20 market stalls 

(featuring a variety of nature 

themed & hand made goods) 3 

well attended presentations, 4 

Fernglade tours (taken by over 100 

people) and more than 400 happy 

patrons, FOF ended the day 

exhausted but incredibly satisfied 

with the day. It demonstrated, as 

FOF knew, that a festival of this 

nature could succeed in Burnie, 

and be of tremendous benefit to 

the local community, and local 

Friends of Fernglade presented 
the Burnie Platypus Festival in 
January 2018. 

At 7am on January 28, after 

months of preparation, FOF and 

the Burnie City Lions were hard at 

work at Havenview Primary School 

putting the final touches on the 

first Burnie Platypus Festival. The 

aim of the festival was to raise 

community awareness about 

platypus, Fernglade’s natural 

values and conservation issues. 

Local community organisations, 

artists, craftspeople and producers, 

joined FOF to deliver a one of a 

kind community event. At 10am, 

the first of 400+ visitors entered 

the school, through a platypus 

burrow themed entrance. 

 

FOF lead a number of tours at 

Fernglade throughout the day 

featuring platypus, bird and plants.  

A presentation exploring 

Tasmanian Wild Foods with Rees 

Campbell of Feisty Tasmanian was 

popular with patrons, as were the 

native wildlife presentations by 

Tas Parks and Wildlife discovery 

ranger, John Boden. A nature 

themed poetry competition 

revealed some great local talent, 

as did the local artists displaying 

their nature themed work. 

Delicious crepes, coffees and a 

barbecue lunch by Lions proved 

popular with patrons, who were 

entertained over the lunch hour by 

local concert group Sync or Swing. 

There were many activities 

provided for children 
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conservation. Holding an event 

such as this to coincide with a 

cruise ship visit could take the 

festival to an entirely different 

level. The festival was a very 

satisfying achievement for the FOF 

team, having never coordinated an 

event like this before. 

 A special thank you to the Burnie 

City Lions for their invaluable help, 

the team at Havenview Primary 

School and Burnie City Council for 

their support. Thanks also to 

Mayor Alvwyn Boyd for welcoming 

visitors, all community groups and 

local artists who were involved, 

and to the members of the public 

who attended and supported FOF 

and the event.  

To read more about the festival, 

view images or a video from the 

day, or to view the poetry entries, 

see our events page: 

http://friendsoffernglade.weebly.

com/events.html 

 

Rachael Armstrong Photography 

Rachael Armstrong Photography 

Friends of Fernglade have also 
been involved in numerous 
other community projects. 
In August a wildlife photography 

exhibition was held at Cafe Europa 

to promote FOF’s vision for a 

platypus burrow themed 

interpretation centre. This would 

be a hub for platypus themed arts, 

crafts and products, and a base for 

platypus eco-tours. 

In September Carmel attended a 

careers expo at Riana Primary 

School.  Students were interested 

in the display of animals and 

information Carmel had to share 

about her role with FOF. 

In May FOF confirmed their 

membership with Children’s 

University Australia. We then 

held our first learning 

destination event at Romaine 

Park Primary, talking with  

students about  

Platypus biology  

and the ecology  

of Fernglade.  

 

 

 

In October FOF held a Fernglade 

tour for over 20 children, as part 

of The Burnie Try Skills program 

promoting increased 

participation in sport and 

recreation by primary school 

children in grades 5 and 6.  

FOF also held a stall at the Emu 

Valley Rhododendron Garden’s 

Cherry Blossom festival in late 

October.  

In November FOF were invited to 

assist with an excursion to 

Fernglade for students from 

Marist Regional College. The visit 

focused on the ecology of 

Fernglade. FOF’s members 

Adrian, Laura and Uta teamed up 

with teacher Anne Roberts and 

provided a valuable learning 

experience for about 150 students. 

The students enthusiastically 

viewed platypus, echidnas and sea 

eagles. 

In December FOF took part in the 

Burnie Christmas Parade. Our 

theme was a “Wild Christmas” and 

we were thrilled to win 2nd prize in 

the community group division.  

In March FOF held an exhibition of 

the poetry competition entries 

from the Platypus Festival at the 

Burnie Library. 

 
Help FOF reach their fundraising 

goals and grab yourself a 

bargain! Go To: 

http://www.entbook.com.au/

9459w25 

 

 

 

Artwork: Cathy StEvens   Photo: Dean Hohn 

A huge thank you to the amazing students at Romaine 
Park Primary who raised more than $300 for FOF!  

in the community, so do the 

number of requests we receive 

for engagement, or projects 

we’re invited to take part in. Our 

workload has virtually doubled 

in the past two years. Engaging 

schools and seeing Fernglade 

included in their curriculum has 

been a long-term goal of FOFs. 

In March we signed up as a 

learning destination with the 

Children’s University of 

Australia. 

The group has been essentially 

self-funded to date, from sales 

of our photo greeting cards and 

other fundraising activities, 

including selling Entertainment 

Books. As our workload 

increases our younger members 

in particular, are being torn 

between working passionately 

with FOF and seeking other paid 

employment. We’re exploring 

ways to try and pay them for 

some of the invaluable work 

that they’re doing, most are 

professionals, many with natural 

 

resource management 

backgrounds. We’re seeking 

help from anyone in the 

community with fundraising or 

grant application experience. If 

you or your business can help 

out please come on board! Help 

us take the group to another 

level and follow up on the 

ecotourism opportunities 

available. 

Finally, we have recently 

embarked upon a new 

fundraising venture, Fernglade 

Fudge. The chocolate-based 

fudge is made locally by 

members of FOF, from locally 

sourced products. It’s available 

in two flavours, Tasmanian 

Native Pepper and Tasmanian 

Native Alpine Mint. It will be 

available in cafes alongside our 

greeting cards, and also for 

catering orders. We hope that 

you’ll enjoy it as much as we do 

and support our work with a 

sweet treat now and then. 

 

 

http://friendsoffernglade.weebly.com/
http://friendsoffernglade.weebly.com/
http://www.entbook.com.au/9459w25
http://www.entbook.com.au/9459w25
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Vibrant new interpretive signage 

was installed at Fernglade in 

January. 

With the community spending 

more time at Fernglade than ever, 

and tourist numbers also 

increasing, it needed new signage. 

FOF worked with Hall and Jones 

Consulting, Podcast Productions, 

Burnie City Council, the Tasmanian 

Aboriginal Centre and a number of 

wildlife experts to produce a 

contemporary, state of the art, 

and locally relevant experience.  

Four new interactive signs have 

been erected, with a focus on 

environmental education and 

conservation values. FOF’s 

intention is to link the signage to 

our website, enhancing the 

educational experience for 

schools, 

 

D
avid

  H
am

m
en

ts 

the Children’s University of 

Australia participants, and the 

community in general.  

From the signage visitors can 

discover interesting facts about 

the inhabitants of Fernglade, from 

the platypus and echidna, to the 

pademelons and all of our 

beautiful birds. Tasmanian 

Aboriginal content helps provide 

an historical & cultural background 

to the area, along with some more 

recent local history.  

Last but not least don’t forget to 

download a free QR code reader 

before you head off to Fernglade, 

to access exclusive interactive 

content! This content can also be 

viewed in Mandarin.  

Interactive content can also be 

viewed on FOF’s YouTube 

channel. 

In December a report from a 

tourist of a platypus with unusual 

behavior and an injured leg 

reached FOF. 

Throughout January FOF members 

and concerned members of the 

public volunteered over 200 hours 

in an attempt to monitor and 

capture the injured platypus, 

without success. Dubbed 

‘Houdini’ the platypus was found 

to have a string of plastic wrapped 

around his upper body, and some 

raw injuries possibly as a result of 

trying to free itself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In February DPIPWE provided 

staff to conduct an extensive 

netting operation over 2 days. 

This attempt was also 

unsuccessful. Capturing wild 

platypus in a large expanse of 

water is extremely difficult.  

Sadly a few days later, a dead 

platypus was sighted floating 

down the Emu River and then 

washed up on the beach. FOF are 

saddened when we think of how 

well Houdini was when we initially 

located him, and our inability to 

assist him in time.  

We’ve lost too many animals from 

our platypus population at 

Fernglade over the past couple of 

years. If we continue at this rate, 

we could be faced with a localized 

extinction event. These deaths 

have all resulted from human 

impacts upon the reserve. The 

platypus have lived peacefully at 

Fernglade long before humans 

arrived, they even outlived the 

dinosaurs! Do we REALLY want to 

lose them on ‘our watch’ due to 

plastics, lines, dogs and traps?  

 

 

Award winning wildlife 

photographer Georgina Steytler, 

visited Fernglade in February.   

Georgina spent 3 days in 

Fernglade with FOF 

photographing our wildlife for a 

new range of FOF's greeting cards. 

The rare sighting of a Rakali 

(water rat, the first Fernglade 

sighting 

 

since 2015) made for a memorable 

moment.  

FOF are incredibly grateful to 

Georgina for donating her time for 

this project, photographing or 

filming from dawn until dusk 

makes for long days for all 

involved. We look forward to her 

returning to Fernglade again soon! 

To see some of Georgina’s amazing 

work go to 

www.georginasteytler.com.au 

 

Georgina (left) and Vivienne from FOF (right) 

at Fernglade 

 

photographer who is also the 

Chairman of the Victorian Alliance 

for Platypus Safe Yabby Traps.  

1 - What makes the situation so 

critical for platypus and other 

wildlife with regard to enclosed 

nets?  

To me there are two clear moral 

issues in using enclosed yabby 

traps such as opera house nets. 

i: Animal welfare/cruelty  

These deadly traps allow platypus 

and other air-breathing animals to 

enter but not find their way out, 

and so in just a few minutes, the 

results are inevitable and tragic. 

Drowning any air breathing 

animal is cruel, and so their use, 

especially to catch a few yabbies 

for recreation, is simply barbaric, 

cruel and unjustifiable. 

ii: Conservation 

In 2014, the International Union 

for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

changed the status of the 

platypus from ‘least concern’ to 

‘near threatened’, and in many 

areas the platypus is already 

under pressure due to the impacts 

of human caused climate change, 

habitat destruction and changing 

river flows. Adding to this, the 

trapping and drowning of 

platypus creates the real and 

significant potential to cause local 

extinction events. 

We saw this in Victoria last year 

where potentially half the 

platypus population of one river 

were drowned by just two opera 

house nets. 

 

 

Making matters worse, when 

abandoned in a waterway, 

enclosed yabby traps can ‘ghost 

fish’ for weeks or months – 

meaning that even after one 

platypus has been tragically 

drowned, these nets can 

continue to capture and drown 

other platypuses and air 

breathing animals over days, 

weeks or years. In Victoria last 

year 5 skeletons were found in 

just 2 traps. 

2 - When did you start your 

battle against enclosed traps? 

What are the lessons you have 

learnt from it? 

 

 

 

 

I started in May 2017 when I first 

found out about the issue and 

saw first-hand what these nets 

can do. Since then I’ve learnt that 

changing behaviour, even if for 

obvious reasons, can take time. 

I’ve also learnt that many 

businesses who proclaim 

Corporate Social Responsibility 

as important, don’t seem to fully 

practice it. 

3 - What were your first 

successes in this fight? 

Ensuring that most key 

stakeholders, such as the state 

government and relevant 

government bodies, major 

retailers, fishing bodies, and 

many fishermen - are now fully 

and formally aware of the issue, 

 

 

and so can’t plead ignorance as 

an excuse for not doing 

something. 

4 - What is the best way to raise 

awareness locally and among 

the general public? 

I don’t really think there is one 

best way to raise awareness for 

these types of issues, but two 

methods that seemed to have 

worked well for us include: 

- Engaging with, and leveraging 

the communication network of, 

other like-minded conservation 

and animal welfare 

organisations.  

- Starting an emotive petition 

 

 

 

 

For example, we have now had 

17,000 signatories to our 

petition, so that’s a least 17,000 

people who certainly know about 

this issue. 

Also, we have facilitated 

awareness and support pieces 

from organisations like the 

Victorian National Parks 

Association, Australian Wildlife 

Society and of course Friends of 

Fernglade (to name just a few). 

When I tally up the reach of all 

these pieces of communication, 

and add the petition numbers, 

this awareness figure reaches the 

hundreds of thousands. 

*The Tasmanian Petition now 

has almost 100,000 signatories. 

Add yours at change.org 

 

In Tasmania it’s illegal to use 

enclosed nets or traps (including 

opera house nets) in ANY inland 

waterways, with the exception of 

a very small area at river mouths. 

However, the sale of and 

possession of them is completely 

legal. Sadly these nets drown 

platypus and other air-breathing 

animals.  

In December 2016, 3 platypuses 

were found dead at Fernglade, 

trapped in a single enclosed trap. 

Since 2010, 40% of all platypus 

mortality records reported to the 

Australian Platypus Conservancy 

have been animals found dead in 

opera house traps (Australian 

Platypus Conservancy, 2017). 

FOF, as part of the Tasmanian 

Platypus Conservation Alliance, are 

working to ban the sale, 

possession and use of enclosed 

yabby nets in Tasmania. We have 

also been working with the 

Victorian Alliance for Platypus-Safe 

Yabby Traps and the Australian 

Platypus Conservancy, who are 

working towards the same goals in 

other states. 

To better understand this issue we 

interviewed Doug Gimsey, a 

conservation and wildlife  

Todd Walsh (aka the Lobster Man) 

visited Fernglade in January and 

provided Lobster habitat training 

for FOF.  

The Tasmanian Giant Freshwater 

Lobster is very sensitive to 

environmental factors. To ensure 

its survival we need to make sure 

that our waterways remain 

healthy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our members were taught how to 

assess the quality and condition of 

the river by qualifying the nature 

of the riverbed (e.g. silt, sand, 

rock, gravel) and the surrounding 

vegetation (e.g. native, invasive) 

We’re pleased to report that 

Fernglade’s Emu River is in great 

condition for our lobsters. 

Everyone was amazed to learn 

how much the temperature of the 

water effects our lobsters. Waters 

above 23° can be lethal for them, 

and when we took the water 

temperature at Fernglade on the 

day it was already above 20° at 10 

am! Limiting human impact on the 

river at Fernglade is something 

that we can all keep in mind when 

using this beautiful space for 

recreation.  

Thanks Todd for your time! 

 


